ijo	HUMAN LIFE IN RUSSIA
and Polessya, but not to foment a chauvinism which can do
nothing but harm to the true Russian ideal."
Between 1916 and 1919 a spontaneous national awakening
can be traced among the Ukrainians of the former Russian
Empire, as well as among various other peoples. This, as is
well known, happened much earlier among the Ukrainians of
the old Austro-Hungarian monarchy. This awakening took
place at the time of the Ukrainian Rada—that is immediately
after the collapse of Tsarism—and continued vigorously while
General Skoropadsky was hetman and under the domination
of Petlura. It was based on the ancient traditions slumbering
within the people and on the consciousness of Ukrainian
national individuality.
Then Bolshevism came into power in the Ukraine. At the
head of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic, a part of the Soviet
Union, was a pure-blooded Ukrainian, Lenin's friend Skrypnik.
In this period also the national consciousness and cultural
development of the Ukrainians made further progress. Not that
the Communists under Skrypnik's leadership had any separatist
tendencies. But they were all filled with the consciousness of
the distinctive nature of their people and the special mission
of their nationality within the frame of the composite Soviet
State. Consequently they considered themselves justified in
vigorously maintaining the linguistic and cultural rights of
their people in the Soviet Ukraine.
How the views of these Ukrainians differ from those of such
exponents of Moscow's policy as Stalin's friend Postyschev
is best seen from the dispute in connection with the law on
the utilization of land in the Soviet Union. The first paragraph
of this momentous law provides that all land is to be regarded
as the property of the u.s.s.r. On this Skrypnik commented as
follows: "The new law lays down that the land is not the pro-
perty of the Republic, i.e. the Ukraine, but of the entire Soviet
Union. The acceptance of such a law would mean that the
sovereigntyjof the different Soviet republics consisted in the

